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by Kim Amboy

How to be Original — Small Boutiques to the Rescue!

We’ve all been there—showing up to an event only to find one of your fellow guests 
wearing the same outfit or accessories or bringing a similar card or gift. A surefire 
way to avoid this embarrassment is to shop at one of our friendly area boutiques for 

locally sourced, unique clothing and gifts. Independently owned small retailers make it easy 
for you and your presents to stand out no 
matter what the occasion, because they 
offer what larger competitors cannot: 
personality, uniquely curated inventory, 
and distinctive pieces that simply can’t 
be found anywhere else. These things 
go far beyond price and convenience. 
Browse not only high-quality clothing, 
but also decor, gifts, cards, local produce, 
wines or even candy. Boutique shopping 
is a treasure hunt each time you go!

If you’re marking a special event or just hoping to add a little joy to someone’s day, con-
sider grabbing a handpicked gift box or a great bottle of Virginia wine from Hanover 
Mercantile - 8109 Judith Ln. in Mechanicsville. This delightful store offers daily wine 

Valid At:
7225 Bell Creek Rd., Ste. 248 

Mechanicsville Va 23111 804-569-5835
11845 W Broad St 

Henrico Va 23233 804-606-6169
3528 W Cary St 

Richmond Va 23221Richmond Va 23221 804-223-8565
11419 Midlothian Tpke 

Richmond Va 23235 804-924-4216
13427 Hull Street Rd, 

Midlothian 804-465-6691
1068 Temple Ave, 

Colonial Heights Va 23834 804-324-3100
With this Coupon  |   Expires 6/15/26With this Coupon  |   Expires 6/15/26

Join our
E-Club for 

FREE Cake!

Over 12 FlavorsGreat For All Occasions

NOW OPEN7225 Bell Creek Rd., Ste. 248Mechanicsville, VA  23111

Celebrations Are Better 
With Bundts 

Celebrate This Spring With A Cake Break

$7.99 PER SQ FT 
Luxury Vinyl Plank Installed 

Several Colors to Choose From 
Some Restrictions Apply

Not Valid With Any Other Offer
With Coupon Only  |  Expires 6/15/26

$150 OFF 
ANY INSTALLED CARPET OR 
FLOORING (500sf or more) 

Some Restrictions Apply
Not Valid With Any Other Offer
With Coupon Only  |  Expires 6/15/26

10% – 75% OFF 
on Select Carpet Remnants 
Not Valid With Any Other Offer
With Coupon Only  |  Expires 6/15/26

Memorial Day Sales on Mohawk Flooring All May

804-262-3867 www.jeterscarpet.com

1720 Dumbarton Rd. 
Between Lakeside Ave. 

& Brook Rd.

12 Months 0% Interest FinancingAvailable for All PurchasesFREE In-HomeConsultation

Ask Us About Our In-Stock 
8'x10', and 9'x12' Area Rugs

Fress & Deliciouu Authentii MMicaa Cuisinn

$5 OFF 
Any $50 or More Purchase 
(With this Coupon) Not Valid With 
Any Other Offer. Expires 6/15/26

Buy One Entree and Get 
Second of Equal or Lesser 

Value 1/2 PRICE 
With Purchase of 2 Drinks 

(With this Coupon) Not Valid With
Any Other Offer. Expires 6/15/26

House Margaritas 
12oz. only $3.99

Dine In • Carry Out • Patio Open
428 England Street Ashland VA  |  804-496-6796
See Our Menu Online CasaHerraduramex.com

Happy Hour Monday-Saturday 2pm - 6pm 

COME IN FOR 
$2 TACO 
TUESDAYS
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TRY OUT OUR NEW LASER THERAPY SERVICE!

Shop Local. Proudly serving Richmond and surrounding areas since 1964.

tastings, local beers, tasty nibbles, and even a 
line of handmade pajamas! There’s always 

something distinctive to discover here. Owners Jessie 
and Jessica would be happy to lend a hand with your 
selections. Join The Mercantile’s monthly wine club, 
book a private workshop or even rent the space for 
your own event. (hanovermercantile.com)

Visitors to Belle Cottage - 
8319 Belle Creek Rd, will dis-
cover plenty of quality items at 
this small retailer in Mechan-
icsville. The shop features an 
eclectic assortment of apparel, 
decorative pieces, and practical 

items, thoughtfully curated to appeal to a variety of tastes and 
preferences. If you need a thank you gift, a baby shower pres-
ent, or just something for yourself, you’ll find it here—from 
handcrafted soaps and monogramming services to unique 
and hard-to-find treasures! (https://www.facebook.com/
BelleCottageMechanicsville/)

Ashland is home to a uniquely western boutique 
with a boho flair called Blake & Coe, located at 
11670 Lakeridge Parkway in Suite 3A. Blake’s col-
orful, beautifully laid out interior is filled with plenty 
of fringe, cowhide, and ruffles. Browse blingy boots, 
hats, jeans, and tops, as well as accessories, baby 

and children’s items, 
soaps, lotions, and 
scrubs. They even 
have inspirational 
items such as jour-
nals and pens. Visi-
tors are sure to find 
remarkable gifts and 
outfits at Blake & 
Coe, and they’ll have 
the satisfaction of 
supporting one of our area’s hardworking small businesses. 
(https://www.blakeandcoe.com/)

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE 

Contact us for details at
Tony@acimonthly.com
804.925.5760

IN PRINT AND ONLINE

LET THE MONTHLIES HELP 
YOU GROW YOUR BUSINESS

We are your advertising connection.

Come Enjoy Some 
Of The Best Food 

In One Of Ashland’s 
Top Destination RestaurantsYour Destination Restaurant

Call about Lunch Times, Sunday Brunch & Live Music
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by Kim Amboy

Virginia’s 2026 Spring 
and Summer Festivals

Virginia’s 2026 festival season is filled with many opportunities to enjoy the Common-
wealth’s hospitality, delicious food, and rich cultural experiences—from spring flow-
ers to jazz concerts and wine tastings throughout summer and fall. No matter your 

preferences, interests, or budget, you’ll find a festival that suits you and your family. Here are 
some additional details:

APRIL 24-MAY 3 Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival
Celebrating its 99th year, the Shenandoah Apple Blossom 
Festival offers more than fifty events over ten days—live 
entertainment, dances, a carnival, meals, a wine festival, 
and children’s activities—welcoming visitors to enjoy 
spring among the apple blossoms.
(https://blueridgecountry.com/events/shenandoah-apple-blossom-festival-2026/)

SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2026 Chincoteague Seafood Festival
This annual event celebrates the local seafood industry with all-you-
can-eat offerings, live music, and artisan vendors. Enjoy local seafood 
including little neck clams, raw oysters, clam fritters, fried fish, and clam 
chowder. Live entertainment and more! (chincoteaguechamber.com)

JUNE 25-28 Williamsburg Live
Music, history, and summer ambiance converge on the shaded lawn of Colonial Williams-
burg’s Art Museums. Guests can enjoy craft beer, regional cuisine, and performances by dis-
tinguished artists such as Melissa Etheridge, Wynonna Judd, Trombone Shorty & Orleans 
Avenue, and Alison Krauss & Union Station. (vafest.org)

JULY 17 THRU 19 Virginia Lake Fest
Lake Fest, now in its 49th year and named among the “Top 20 Festivals in 
the Southeast,” takes place in downtown Clarksville. Highlights include daz-
zling fireworks, hot air balloons, a lively street fair, live performances, and 
plenty of music and dancing. (https://clarksvilleva.com/events/#lakefest)

JULY 23 THRU 25 38th Annual Chincoteague 
Island Blueberry Festival
Visit the Largest Indoor and Outdoor Fine Arts & Crafts 
event on the Eastern Shore. Commemorate blueberry sea-
son with all-day live music while savoring the old-fashioned 
deliciousness of fresh blueberries, muffins, pancakes, 
homemade blueberry pie and ice cream, and plenty more! 
(https://chincoteagueislandblueberryfestival.com/)

AUGUST 21 & 22 Norfolk Waterfront Jazz Festival
The downtown waterfront in Norfolk transforms each year into the area’s 
longest-running jazz festival. Jam to performances from renowned en-
tertainers, as well as offerings from local food vendors, art exhibits, and 

engaging cultural activities. (https://festevents.org/events/2026/jazz-fest/)

SEPTEMBER 26 & 27
Smith Mountain Lake Wine Festival

Virginia’s Smith Mountain Lake Wine Festival, held at Bernard’s 
Landing in Moneta, brings visitors together to sample wines from 
across the state, shop for artisan crafts, listen to live music, and en-
joy stunning views of the lake. Join the more than 10,000 people 
who attend this outdoor event every year for a weekend filled with 
scenery and flavor. (https://smlwinefestival.com/)

$4 OFF ANY TWO 
OR MORE LUNCH ENTREES

1 Coupon Per Table.  Not Valid With Any Other Offer.  
Valid Sunday - Thursday Only. Expires 6/15/26

Holy Guacamole!
WERE OPEN!!!

Happy Hour  Sunday - Thursday 3 - 6pm
$2 Off Any Draft Beer , $2 Off House Margarita

$5 OFF ANY TWO 
OR MORE DINNER ENTREES

1 Coupon Per Table. Not Valid With Any Other Offer.  
Valid Sunday - Thursday Only. Expires 6/15/26

  •  Monday Ladies Night after 5oclock $3 off house margarita's for her
Tuesday Taco Tuesday  •  Wednesday Mojito Day $6 All Day  •  Gift Cards Available

Celebrate A 

Birthday With A 

Free Dessert Or A Free 

House Tequila Shot 

(With ID)

8100 Creighton Pkwy, Mechanicsville, VA • 804-789-8908 • PlazaAzteca.com

UGLY ROOF STAINS AWAY®

BEFORE AFTER

$150 OFF
Any Roof Cleaning

Some Restrictions May Apply. Must Present Coupon. 
Not Valid with Any Other Offer. Expires 6/15/26www. American Roof Brite Va. com

• Lifetime Warranty - Stain Block Treatment 
• We don't damage your roof using harsh chemicals like Acid and Sodium Hypochlorite (Bleach).

804-553-1563
SM

SM

$10 OFF 
ANY PURCHASE OF $20 OR MORE

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS
MUST PRESENT COUPON • ONLY VALID THROUGH 5/31/26

FREE ESTIMATES

Builders, Contractors and Real Estate Agents Call for Special Pricing!
12141 Washington Hwy Ashland Va 23005 • 804-798-0600 • Ashlandlmg.com

Granite • Quartz • Marble • Quartzite
100+ Granite Selections 

10+ Quartz Manufacturers 
Popular Marbles! 

Lots of Remnants to Choose From

$250 OFF
Granite Countertop
Select level C, D, E - 

50+ sq. ft. 
With coupon. Not valid with any 

other coupons or discounts.
Expires 6/15/26Expires 6/15/26

Quartz 
Countertops

Starting at 
$45 per sq. ft. 

With coupon. Not valid with any 
other coupons or discounts.

Expires 6/15/26Expires 6/15/26

Come Visit Our Showroom!

Free Vanity Sink 
or Kitchen Sink

with Qualifying Purchases 
With coupon. Not valid with any other coupons 

or discounts. See store for details.
Expires 6/15/26

Let Us Help You Bring Your Dream Kitchen to Life!
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Call today and let us help you grow your business

Visit Our Website at ACImonthly.com
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BASE INGREDIENTS:BASE INGREDIENTS:
1½ oz tequila1½ oz tequila
Juice of one limeJuice of one lime
½ oz simple syrup½ oz simple syrup
Sugar or salt, for rimsSugar or salt, for rims

PINEAPPLE JALAPENO:PINEAPPLE JALAPENO:
¼ jalapeno, seeds removed¼ jalapeno, seeds removed
1 cup pineapple, cut into small chunks1 cup pineapple, cut into small chunks

BLACKBERRY BASIL:BLACKBERRY BASIL:
1 cup blackberries1 cup blackberries
4 large basil leaves4 large basil leaves

RED RASPBERRY:RED RASPBERRY:
1 cup raspberries1 cup raspberries

DIRECTIONS:
Muddle the lime juice and additional ingredients in the bottom of a shaker for about 10 
seconds. Add ice, tequila, and simple syrup. Shake hard for 30 seconds and pour into a mar-
garita glass. Add a lime wedge garnish and enjoy with friends!

RECIPERECIPE

MMargaritas, anyone? It is one of the most popular drinks in the U.S. due to its argaritas, anyone? It is one of the most popular drinks in the U.S. due to its 
balance between tequila, lime juice, and orange liquor or simple syrup with balance between tequila, lime juice, and orange liquor or simple syrup with 
a salted or sugared rim. Whether you prefer them frozen or shaken (not a salted or sugared rim. Whether you prefer them frozen or shaken (not 
stirred!), it has a deli-stirred!), it has a deli-

cious and refreshing blend of flavors cious and refreshing blend of flavors 
when made with fresh ingredients. Be-when made with fresh ingredients. Be-
low are three recipes for a fun take on low are three recipes for a fun take on 
the classic margarita.  the classic margarita.  CindyCindy

From the PantryFrom the Pantry
MARGARITA MAY

Scan the QR code  
for more recipes online!

Monday Italian Pasta Night   4pm to Close  Buy One Get One Same or Lesser Value 1/2 Price!

Rib Eye Steak • Fresh Seafood • All Your Italian Favorites • Catering

CALL FOR 
CURBSIDE PICKUP19 Televisions In 

Our Sports Bar

7358 Bell Creek Road, Mechanicsville • 730-9620

Happy Hour Munchies & Drink Specials  Monday – Friday 3 – 6pm

Where Good Friends, 
Good Food & Fun 
Come Together!

Breakfast  |  Lunch  |  Brunch  |  Daily Specials  |  Weekend Brunch Specials
Local Family Owned and Oriented Diner

Now Accepting Online Orders!

Let Us 

Cater Your 

Next Event!

10372 Leadbetter Rd. Ashland, VA 23005
(804) 368-8536  |  Riseandshinediner2019@gmail.com

Hours of Operation Monday-Friday 6am-2:30pm. Saturday & Sunday 7am-1pm
 Check us out on Facebook or Instagram

7032 Mechanicsville Turnpike,
Mechanicsville, VA 23111

(804) 564-9345
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
(804) 564-9345

MENTION THIS AD FOR
$10 OFF

ANY HAIRCUT BATH 
OR PAW PACKAGE

Valid for one dog per visit.

6 WEEK GROUP 
CLASS SPECIAL RATE

$195 
(Normal $240)

Grooming • Private Lessons • Group Classes
Manners • Agility • K-9 Fitness • Scentwork • Tricks and More

METAL ROOFING & SHINGLES
SIDING & GUTTERS

New Construction & Re-Roofs
Standard, Heavy Duty Gutters & Gutter Guards
Payment Options and 0% Credit Cards

OVER 45 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Gutter Guards keep leaves out & you on the ground!
FREE ESTIMATES
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SATURDAY, JUNE 6 - SUNDAY JUNE 7
DISCOVER RICHMOND’S CLAY COMMUNITY!
Join Us For the 9th Annual RVA Clay Tour. This self-guided weekend 
tour opens local ceramic studios to the public. Meet artists, watch dem-
onstrations, explore creative spaces, and shop handcrafted pottery di-
rectly from the makers. Plan your route and discover beautiful art made 
right here at home. Learn more at rvaclay.org

Start Your Summer Off with 
a Financial Plan Check-Up!

Call Today To Request
Complimentary Second Opinion Financial Review

Your Personalized Complimentary Retirement Roadmap

Our 60+ years of experience 
can help you get on the right track 

to a successful future.
Investment advisory services offered through Welcome Home Wealth Advisors, LLC, a registered investment advisor. 

Insurance products and services are offered through WPI Holdings Inc, an affiliated company, VA insurance license # 138509.

(804) 897-4844  9671 Sliding Hill Road Suite 203 • Ashland, VA 23005

(804) 748-5555
www.PerkinsonCenter.org

11810 Centre St. Chester, VA 23831

18 Month FinancingAvailableTerms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or 30% off any order of $700 - $1000 on any complete custom closet, garage, or home 
office unit.  Not valid with any other offer.  Free installation with any complete unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time of purchase only.  
Expires in 30 days. Offer not valid in all regions. Promos are subject to change.

SATURDAY, MAY 16 FROM 11 A.M. ‘TIL 2 P.M.
HAVE A FIELD DAY
Meadow Farm presents its 4th annual Farm Field Day. Learn about agricultural practices, 
trades, and crafts of days past. Local craftsmen and businesses will be demonstrating their 
trades and selling wares. Create crafts, enjoy food trucks, and learn about farm practices. 
(Henrico.Gov/calendar)

Fun Things TO DO List
Sponsored by the Perkinson Center

VISIT AND FOLLOW OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE EVENTS  
HANOVERMONTHLY.COM

Contact Tony by phone at 804.925.5760  
or email tony@acimonthly.com

Want to see your event advertised?

SATURDAY, MAY 16 @ 8 P.M.
RIDE THE RANGE
The 2018 International Bluegrass Music Association’s Entertain-
er of the Year, Balsam Range appears on stage at the Ashland 
Theatre. (AshlandTheatre.com)

SUNDAY, MAY 31 AT 3 AND 7 P.M.
SWING
Jazz it up when one of America’s greatest bands, The Glenn Miller Orchestra, appears at the 
Cultural Arts Center for two swinging shows. (ArtsGlenAllen.com)

SATURDAY, JUNE 6 FROM 10 A.M. ‘TIL 5 P.M.
JUICE IT UP!
Celebrate the juicy goodness of the strawberry at the Ashland 
Strawberry Faire. Grab a free trolley and visit 300+ vendors, 
including arts & crafts, non-profits, food, and local businesses on the beautiful tree-lined 
campus of Randolph-Macon College. (AshlandStrawberryFaire.com)

THURSDAY, JUNE 11 @ 7 P.M.
SOAR BACK TO THE SEVENTIES
Prepare to be transported back to the vibrant 1970s as 
New York City’s premier ABBA tribute band, Mamma 
Mania! brings the classic hits of one of pop music’s 
most iconic groups to life on stage at the Ashland Theatre. (AshlandTheatre.com)

FRIDAY, MAY 15 @ 7:30 P.M.
BOOGIE BACK TO TEXAS
It’s Texas Swing at its best. Asleep at the Wheel hits the Bea-
con Theatre stage with their unique blend of Western Swing 
and Honky Tonk Country. (BeaconTheatreVA.com)

FRIDAY, MAY 22 AND SATURDAY, MAY 23 @ 7:30 P.M. BOTH EVENINGS
ENJOY SOME ROPING AND RIDING
There’ll be plenty of bull riding, cowgirl barrel racing, team roping, and much more when all 
the cowpokes from Longbranch Rodeo perform at 2693 Rocky Oak Road in Powhatan. 
(LongbranchRodeo.com)
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Let Hanover County’s specialized transportation 
service take you to places you need to go.

Hanovers Best 
Kept Secret

FREE LED RECESSED LIGHTING (up to 3 lights $495 value)
With Purchase of Any CompleteKitchen or Bathroom Remodeling

OR
$500 OFF Kitchen  |  $500 OFF Bathroom Complete Remodeling

Not Vaild with Any Other Offer.With Coupon. Expires 6/15/26

Serving the Area Since 1992  |  Owner Operated Class A Contractor
Custom Homes  |  Additions  |  Remodeling

804-932-5025

“We had a fantastic experience with 
Windmill Homes! From start to finish, 
they were efficient, professional, and 
incredibly easy to work with. We truly 
appreciate their attention to detail and 
commitment to quality work.”

– James M.

Financing 

Available

Call for a Free In Home Estimate or a In Showroom Appointment
WindmillBuildingCorp.com  |  Like Us On Facebook

SCAN THE QR CODE TO FIND 
HAPPY HOUR DEALS NEAR YOU

ACIMONTHLY.COM



Experience KitchenAid’s® New Superior Features: New Down Draft Ovens, Huge Capacity 3 Rack Dishwashers, Air Fry mode 
Ovens, Multi Heat Source Convection Ovens, Micro Cleaning Dishwashers, Highest Reliable side by side Refrigerators 

5418 Lakeside Ave.,  Richmond, VA 23228  •  AppliancesOnLakeside.com  •  (804) 266-7621
#1 for appliances in Virginia.

Courtesy of KitchenAid® (with up to $3,000 in rebates).
Presenting Your New Dream Kitchen

©2025 TPCK, LLC

EASY FINANCING NO PAYMENTS NO INTEREST FOR 12 MONTHS**

Offer Ends 
May 31st
CALL NOW!

SALE! Up to 50% Off Deck Installation

Up to 50% OFF Deck Installation*
SALE!

Call to Schedule Your FREE Estimate Today!
804-373-7753

SmallwoodRenovations.com
*Cannot combine with other offers or promotions. "Deck Installation" applies to decking labor ONLY. Must present this 

ad at time of sale. Limit one per household. Please call for details. Some restrictions may apply.  **With approved credit.


