Made With Love: A Quick
Guide to Homemade Gifts

by Taylor Armstrong

homemade gift is like giving someone a
Apiece of your heart. It shows that someone

truly thought about you and spent the time
creating something just for you. No matter if you
are just starting your homemade gift journey or if
you are a pro looking for new ideas, there is some-
thing for everyone.

Homemade edible goods are a great starting
point. While we all love the traditional cookies and
hot chocolate mix, there are a few options that are
a bit more unique and just as delicious. A classic
limoncello only needs four ingredients: lemons,
high-proof alcohol (vodka or a grain alcohol), sug-
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Check out our Website and Menu at

BROCKS

BAR*B-QUE
Restaurant & Catering, Chester VA QUITTITNGS

(804) 796-7539 | Mon - Sat 11am - 8pm
11310 Iron Bridge Rd, Chester

ar, and water. The extraction takes about
two to four weeks and once the alcohol
is combined with simple syrup, you have
a delicious, fresh batch of limoncello.
Vanilla extract is also made with just
a few ingredients: high-proof alcohol
(vodka or bourbon work great) and va-
nilla beans. It takes a while to truly turn
to extract, but the wait is certainly worth
it. Split each bean so the seeds are vis-
ible and let them soak in the bottle for
at least six months for the richest flavor.
Herb infused olive oils are sim-
ple, but so elegant. Pour your olive oil
of choice into a plain glass jar or bottle
and add herbs of your choosing. Some
of my favorites are rosemary and lemon
or garlic and chili. Remember to always
use dried herbs, store the completed oil
in the fridge, and consume within a few

days. )))

Brocks Family Serving Virginia Since 1975
Dine In | Drive-Thru | Call In | Take Out

LUNCH & DINNER BUFFET Monday - Saturday
Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm. Dinner Buffet 5pm-8pm




(( For the coffee lovers in your life,

an infused syrup is a great choice.
Most syrups are equal parts water and
sweetener, plus flavoring of your choice.
Lavendar, banana, caramel, cinnamon, va-
nilla, gingerbread, the options are endless.

For someone with a favorite four legged
friend, there are options such as homemade
catnip toys. This could be made with fabric
scraps, if you are already into knitting, or child-
size socks. Just stuff the sock with polyfill, a
small sprinkle of catnip, and even a bell, and
close the end with needle and thread. Simple
dog treats using oat flour, peanut butter, and
sweet potato or pumpkin are easy and deli-
cious for our furry friends. For something a lit-

| tle more fun, you can add bacon and milk.

For those who are already proficient at knitting or crocheting, there are lots of options
besides the typical scarf or socks. Bowl or mug cozies, bookmarks, or even small bags or wine
carriers are a few unique options. As long as you keep the recipient in mind, your gift is sure
to be a hit.
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Appliance Place

Sales - Installation - Service - Parts
Shop Local. Proudly serving Richmond and surrounding areas since 1978.

NOW OPEN | Midlothian 212 Heaths Way Rd (Rt 60 & Woolridge) | 804-464-2324
Colonial Heights | 3213 Boulevard (Just south of Harrogate Rd) | 804-526-4967

WWW.THEAPPLIANCEPLACE.COM
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BASEMENT FINISHING CO.,

Greater Richmond Area Fall Special

Schedule your FREE In-Home
Design Consultation Today

Our many years of
() 804-500-2600 | experiencein
hivexbasements.com

basement finishing
brings you the very
best.

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE

Contact us for details at
Tony@acimonthly.com

804.925.5760

A ” ADVERTISING
a) Connections, Inc.

We are your advertising connection.

LET THE MONTHLIES HELP
YOU GROW YOUR BUSINESS
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your forte. Ice skating in Virginia can be traced back to the 1700s where outdoor enthusi-
asts enjoyed the fresh open air and the magic of an evening sky. As the love of ice skating
grew in popularity, indoor arenas became more desirable, thus prompting the introduction
of indoor rinks. No matter what the temperature outside,

you can still skate on ice and find a few pop-up outdoor o o
areas during the holiday winter months. 10 /° OFF 10 /o OF F
Any Order of Any Order of Any Order of Any Order of

However, for those who want the adrenaline of year-
round skating, our local indoor rinks provide access to fig- $15 or More $40 or More $15 or More $25 or More

If you are one of many who enjoy winter temperatures and snow, ice skating may be just

1 coupon per table. 1 coupon per table. 1 coupon per table. 1 coupon per table.
ure skating hockey and recreational gliding all year long Not Valid With Any Other Offer. Not Valid With Any Other Offer. Not Valid With Any Other Offer. Not Valid With Any Other Offer.
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is RICHMOND ICE ZONE ICe Fone DELICIOUS MEXICAN CUISINE NOW AT 3 LOCATIONS
(formally known as Rich- L 2102 W Hundred Rd., Chester, VA . (804) 768-2260
mond Ice Forum), located BADLETHIAN 7020 Woodlake Commons Loop, Midlothian - {804) 818-5953 - 10902 Hull Street Rd, Midlothian, VA 23112 - {804) 276-1154

at 636 Johnston Willis Dr., North Chesterfield. It has
been operating for over three decades and offers public
skating sessions, figure skating classes, speed skating, and
youth or adult ice hockey leagues or clinics. The arena fea-
tures two regulation-size ice surfaces to accommodate simultaneous practices, lessons, and
public sessions.

Their sister rink, SKATENATION PLUS, located at 4350
Pouncey Tract Rd., Glen Allen, offers public skating sessions,

40% olidh

Free Installation

figure skating, ice hockey leagues and clinics, skating lessons 177N 2 | wis 15% off
and group rentals. Visitors can also enjoy a rock-climbing wall. Vo d7i , : : P 1

Their full-service pro shop and cafe are sure to please. Wheth- SHORT FIME

er you are a beginner, a lifelong skater or somewhere in between, you will have a great time.
To help burn more winter ener- 3 : 18 MONTHS

_ gy, head over to our most recent i As 2 SPECIAL FINANCING!
rink, RICHMOND ICE BOX, locat- i =

ed at 13100 Tredegar Lake Pkwy.,
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figure skating, public skating, and
fun experiences for skaters and play-
ers of all ages and skill levels, from

ROBERTS AWNINGS
LOCALLY-OWNED

BUILDING AND INSTALLING AWNINGS
FOR OVER 100 YEARS

Flat Panel Patio Covers - Shade Sails - Glass & Screen Rooms - Retractable Awnings
Step Down Awnings - Standmg Seam Awnmgs - & MORE!!!

beginners to elite competitors. Skate rentals are available for youths and adults. For your next
party or group event, consider their multipurpose/event room. { - ’

Whether you want to learn, compete, or just do some recreational ice skating, there are Call now to geta free local estimate!
plenty of indoor local facilities offering a convenient environment for winter sports without
the harsh outdoor weather. So, fuel your desire to glide across the ice with a cool breeze all
year long by visiting one of our local rinks.

Roberts Awnings _ A e '
1791 Midway Ave | Petersburg, VA 23803 |
Phone 804-733-6012 | www.rawnings.com

MAmerlcan RoofBrite

PREVENT UGLY ROOF STAINS*

_ 804 553-1 563 30 Years Quahty Serv:ce

BEFORE

Lifetime Warranty Stain Block Treatment
We don't damage your roof using harsh chemicals like Acid and Sodium Hypochlorite (Bleach).

10% OFF

for customers that

Petersburg Powder Coating
1791 Midway Ave. Petersburg,Va 23803

804-931-0411 reference this ad!
OR email at petersburgpowder804@gmail.com Nt Vans Wit Ay Ot Offer :

www.petersburgpowdercoating.com Expires 12/15/26

Why,Remove Roof Stains? $150 OFF
Watch Video Process Hosted Live on NBC 12 B WAL LT RS ETTT T

Some Restrictions May Apply. Must Present Coupon.

WWW. Ameri canRoofB rite Va.com Mot Valid with Any Other Offe Expires 12/15/25
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The good neighbor for small business WM@ ﬁ@ E’)@I}}E@@Hﬂ@m

Call or stop in today

& StateFarm: \Wiiam Conley ChFC® CLU®

Agent

7516 Route 1 Bus: 804-271-1141
N Chesterfield, VA 23237-4439 www.chillconley.com

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company. Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, 'Winter Haven, FL

State Farm Lioyds, Richardson, TX
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o [n-house Repmrs and Custom ﬁesrgns
. Urmiue and classic Jlewefvy
* Diamond and Jeweﬁ'y education, so you can be
confident in your purchasing decisions.
. Frr'zrdl’y staff and So Much More!

1 '}
Wisit us Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 10a - 3p Tuesdays and Thursdays 10a - 6p
and SATURDAYS 10a-3p through Christmas STARTING NOVY 28th ':"_.?_'_Eﬁ__\‘_ YAR)! ‘E‘D:U__:I_%
804-353-9612 6523 Centralia Rd. Chesterfield, Va. 23832  j-s-icom

From prevention to diagnosis and cutting edge v Same Day New Patient Appointments
interventional treatments, our team of heart care Advanced Cardiac Diagnostics
experts are here to help you at every step of your

, v General Cardiology
heart health journey.

v Electrophysiology
If you are experiencing heart issues for the first time,

or if it's been a while since your last heart check-up,

v Structural Heart

RICHMOND Accepting New Patients
HEART & VASCULAR. h Fy HOPEWELL MECHANICSVILLE CHESTERFIELD

5303 Plaza Dr. 8160 Pleasant Grove Rd. 611 Watkins Centre Pkwy
A S S O C I A T E S Suite 102 Suite 101 Suite 170

24/7 Online Scheduling : richmondheart.com - 804-541-3800
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FREE DELIVERY & Drop 0ff Any Purchase Over $599

Proudly serving Midlothian &
surrounding communities for 15 years.

& FURNITURE

Route 60 a Few Miles West of Route 288
1799 South Creek One
804-897-1779

Open 6 Days a Week « Now Closed Sunday

Mattresses, Furniture and So Much More!

From the Pantry

Cinnamon Orange Hot Chocolate

aking rich homemade
hot chocolate takes only
a few minutes and it’s
oh, so delicious! Home-
made gives you the benefit of making
the depth of creamy cocoa to your
personal preference that warms the
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soul after just a few sips. Chocolate is | Aﬂthﬂﬂl’ Glunt
scrumptious when paired with many Landscape Designer
flavors, so try this twist and be pleas- ‘-.ﬂrginia Tech-Bachelor of Science
antly surprised. Cindly Department of Horticulture
Landscape Design & Installation:
INGREDIENTS: pe oo
4c Milk * Lawn Renovation
oM : « Sodding - Fine Grading
Y2 c. Sugar &=

* Mulching * Pruning & More!
2 c. Cocoa Powder »
Pinch of Salt

Ya to V2 tsp. Cinnamon

-
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ALGLandDemgns com | 804.790.1437

Whipped Cream:

2 c. Heavy Whipping Cream
1/2 tsp. Orange Extract

1/2 c. Sugar

1tsp. Orange Zest
Cinnamon Stick for Garnish

FALL SPA SOCIAL

This Holiday Season Give Yourself The Joy of Hydrotherapy!
Save Big at Swim-N-Pools Billiards & Spas.

DIRECTIONS:

Warm and whisk milk, sugar, cocoa powder, salt and cinnamon until it comes to a slow boil.
Take off burner and set aside.

Zest the orange and set aside. Mix heavy whipping cream, orange extract and sugar until
peaks appear. Pour hot chocolate into mug and add several spoonfuls of whipped cream
mixture and top with orange zest.

Scan the QR code
for more recipes online!

b cigaiine

SERVICE

Large Selection to Choose From
Enjoy Relaxing In Your New Spa

1

< Sw Im-N-PooIs | FREE_ |
Cover Lifter or Steps. |

Bllllards & spas : Must Present Coupon. Some Restrlct|onspapply |

Pool . SerVice - Hot Tubs - Bi"iards \NotVahd with Any Other Offer. Expires 12/15/26 J

$50 OFF. Deep Clean

and $25 OFF
Your 3rd and 5th Cleanings
11 When You Book Recurring Service.

I love Kathleen’s! The cleaners are always so friendly and very thorough with their cleanings. Bringing family and friends together in your yard since 1984.

The office staff are very accommodating to our needs. We couldn’t be happier! Katie S.
Call 804-729-7401 for Your FREE Estimate - Licensed & Insured - KathleensCleaningService.com

Stop by and Browse our Showroom 11210 Iron Bridge Rd. Chester, VA 23831
Store: 804-748-4330 - Service: 804-748-4023
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SOUTHERNPOLICEEQUIPMENTDS.COM

PISTOLS / RIFLES / SHOTGUNS
NEW PRICES IN STORE AND ON WEB

AMMO USED GLOCKS

SALE
@BERETTA
SHOP $399+

ONLINE 24/7 3
HUNTING EXTRAVAGANZA  grovnang

ON WEB
IN STORE - COLLECTIBLE

LC SMITH, A.H. FOX, PARKER 0
CALL

Al MON - FRI 10AM - SPM CASE
muwns 804-323-1858  cums

Sponsored by the Perkinson Center

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST

The Whispers of Eden Farm Annual Pumpkin Recycling Drive
will start at the beginning of November and continue through
Christmas. They accept all pumpkins/squash that do not have ink or
decorations on them and are not moldy. You can drop off at the farm
at any time if you have less than 30 items. If you or your neighbors
have more than 30, you can call/email and arrange pick-up. (804-598-3163)

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH AND SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH
The 69th Urbanna Oyster Festival will have plenty of oysters:
prepared raw, roasted, fried, grilled and stewed from 50+ food
vendors. There will also be Virginia wine tasting and craft beer
tasting, art shows, crafts, local boutique shopping, and histori-
cal/marine science exhibits. (UrbannaOysterFestival.com)

OYSTER FESTIVAL

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH THROUGH SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH

It's kind of a big dill. The Richmond Pickle Party, starting at the First Friday Block
Party on the 6th, will include pickle art, a parade, live music, pickle vendors, and of
course, plenty of pickle foods. (RVAMoonMarket.com)

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH @ 7:30 PM

Marine veteran, former banking professional, and current country music sen-
sation Tony Jackson will be at the Perkinson Center. Get ready to enjoy the
m arts in style. (PerkinsonCenter.org)

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH @ 11 AM -5 PM

Hops in the Park returns to Henricus Historical Park.
An outdoor festival showcasing Virginia craft beers,
local ciders, and wines, it will also include brewing
demonstrations, live music, food trucks, and a crafts
market. (HenricusFoundation.org)

=

Chesterfield

COFFEE CON

HOPS-=PARK

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH @ 8:45 AM - 1 PM

Chesterfield Coffee Con will take place at the Chesterfield
County Fairgrounds and will be featuring product samples,
brewing equipment demonstrations, and new and established
coffee vendors. (RichmondCoffeeFestival.com)

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH @ 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM

Bourbon, Brisket, and Brushes, a fundraiser supporting the Perkinson
Center, will include dinner from ZZQ Texas Craft Barbeque, a guided bourbon
tasting, a silent auction, and live artist demonstrations. (PerkinsonCenter.org)

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21ST @ 2 PM AND 7 PM

Conflux Dance Theater, Richmond’s leading contemporary dance
company, performs Interplay at the Perkinson Center. They are
celebrating their 5th anniversary with a performance showing
their commitment to bringing exceptional, diverse, and inclusive
movement to the stage. (PerkinsonCenter.org)

Want to see your event advertised?

Contact Tony by phone at 804.925.5760 E E
. o Ll
or email tony@acimonthly.com T

VISIT AND FOLLOW OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE EVENTS
HERITAGERIVERSMONTHLY.cCOM [=]

(804) 748-5555 EE&:‘?

.PerkinsonCenter.org &
entre St. Chester, VA 23831 ilIH&'
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Amelia Equipment Services
MONDAY - FRIDAY

& Poultry Services Inc.

18085 Genito Rd.: Amelia VA 23002 iy
enito . Amelia SATURDAY
ﬂ (804) 561-5885 BAM - NOON

Husqvarna

SOUTHPARK
CARPET

& FLOORING OUTLET
cotona nacne 804-520-2763
Hugeldiscountsiontalliingstockiproducts!
EreelVieasues Estimates
ll50)yearsiofiexperniencelinfsalesyinstallation¥and[manufactuning
241000JSEIShowroomi 50,00 0)SFloflIn:=StocqlhVp
250]000)SEoflinzStockiCanpet
We Offer:

* Residential installs

Commercial
Installs
Subfloor repair
Hardwood Sand &

refinish

Removal & disposal
of existing Flooring
Flooring Repairs
Move furniture
Carpet re-stretch
Carpet Binding
Financing options

12417, Callemial Heihts VA
804252022763

isijusfaBWWWASeuthpaikEarpetcom

n Southpark Carpet & Flooring Outlet I Ol southparkflooringoutlet

Brighten Up Ul Of Your Holidays
Table Arrangements | Wreaths

Christmas Trees | Holiday Decor | & Lots More
Making Your Holidays Better Since 1935

Stra“ge?‘s

12111 WEST BROAD ST 804.360.2800
3313 MECHANICSVILLE PIKE 804.321.2200

STRANGES.COM

THE POWER OF

PRINT ADVERTISING

Has the digital age killed print? Hardly. Notice some statistics.

o
az (+) OF CONSUMERS TRUST PRINT ADVERTISING

while enly zs%—!o% trust the credibility of online ads (Consumer Trust in Advertising Survey)

PHYSICAL MAIL REMAINS IN A HOME FOR l 1 DAYS ON AVERAGE
while digital ads are often seen for SECONDS (or ignored entirely) (USPS Household Diary Study)

1‘ % OF CONSUMERS TAKE ACTION AFTER DIRECT MAIL
{LISPS Household Diary Study)

Readers show higher brand recall with print vs digital (USPS O1G study)

ACI has been proving to our clients - small and large area businesses — that nothing offers
the impact, the personal reach, and the suceess of print advertising,

Being the biggest, brightest item in the mailbox,

. | H

Call today and let us help you grow your business
804.925.5760 or email tony@acimonthly.com

Visit Our Website at ACImonthly.com

Advertising Connections, Inc. | 804.925.5760 | tony@acimonthly.com | See More Online at HeritageRiversMonthly.com 7



Greater
5.* E"It“mo'ndJs F

dare>> SALE! Up to 50% Off Deck Installatlon

'ET;:‘ Go gle
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Up to 50% OFF Deck Installation*
EASY FINANCING NO PAYMENTS NO INTEREST FOR 12 MONTHS**

SMALLWOOD  onuese 564 3735753

RENOVATIONS No‘éiﬂbﬁg\?v?th Smallwood Renovatlons com

B c ombine hhﬂ or pro . "Deck Installat ppl debONLYMp this
Fﬂ.ﬂ'ﬂ!y Owned & ﬂperated adat f ale. Limit ane per hou hld PI call for details. s 3pply **With appro d odit.

¥ FALL INTO A DRY, HEALTHY HOME.

KEEP YOUR HOME PROTECTED FROM
— WATER, MOISTURE & MOLD.—

o PROTECT YOUR HOME. IMPROVE YOUR CRAWLSPACE. J

pﬁEl
FgR A FREE
- ESTIMATE!
Elﬁ
FINANCING

Easy Options

BASED ON REVIEWS

Google

| TlGERCCONSTRUCTION
B TIGER GRANITE & MARBLE

|

ANY JOB :
:
:

t

Mot valid with any other coupon or special.
5% off any job. Max. discount of $500.

. THIS COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED
AT THE TIME OF APPOINTMENT.

=== FOUNDATION

CRAWLSPACE AND -- FOUNDATION & CRAWLSPACE EXTERIOR T — cuuummp
1 BASEMENT maim  CARPENTRY ENCAPSULATIONS DRAINAGE Ea' UPROKT [ INSTALLATION
A2 WATERPROOFING lﬂ REPAIRS s POST JACKS

. (804) 431-5511 @ ‘:72';":3';;1'.?;3E.féc?;;iﬁiﬁfﬁi’?pﬁi’é‘l




